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Friday 15th May 2020 
 
From Mrs May and Mr Livesey 

It’s been an incredibly busy week for the management team at Longwood, as we prepare for a 

phased return to school and nursery for all our children. You should have received a letter on 

Wednesday explaining our plans. It is attached to this newsletter in case you missed it. Please read it 

carefully. 

Since sending that letter, it has been lovely to hear from so many of you. We would like to thank you 

for your words of support. Many of you have stated how glad you are to start getting back to some 

normal routines. Some of you have given us happy/sad examples of milestones, such as your child’s 

first steps, that were missed by their child’s nursery key worker whilst under lockdown.  

The letter explains what is happening going forward in relation to the school and nursery, keeping 

safe, social distancing and protective measures, our Covid-19 Policy, as well as fees. A few parents 

have requested further details. We have only just received the latest government guidance, 

including guidance for parents which you can access here: https://longwoodschool.co.uk/200515/. 

Although helpful, this guidance is far from complete. The teachers’ unions are making 

representations to the government on this. New guidance is arriving all the time, often more than 

once a day, and so we are not yet in a position to answer all your questions and concerns. We are 

seeking further guidance and will write to you again with much more specific detail about the many 

changes and protective measures that have been or will be implemented at Longwood before 1st 

June. That will happen when we are confident that our plans are safe, robust and comprehensive. 

We have followed Public Health and DfE guidance throughout, and we will continue to do so going 

forward. We are not aware of any cases of Covid-19 at Longwood. We submit data to the DfE every 

day and Hertfordshire Public Health telephone us daily for data, as well as offering support and 

advice.  

It is anticipated that the infection rate will be lower by the 1st June and that is why nurseries, and to 

some extent schools, are expected to be able to reopen for all children. We understand that, whilst 

some parents are happy to bring their children back straight away, others may prefer to phase their 

return over the next weeks. In any case, once we are allowed to offer services, fees will immediately 

return to contracted amounts. We should perhaps remind you that there is a process of giving notice 

in our terms and conditions if you sadly decide to leave for any reason. We will, of course, welcome 

back any child that leaves but can’t guarantee to keep places open as we have a waiting list. We will 

always try and support those most vulnerable but need to ensure the continued success of 

Longwood for everyone.    

Virtual Quiz 

There will be a Longwood virtual quiz on Sunday 24th May at 3pm. Everyone is welcome. Please 

email Claire.may@longwoodschool.co.uk if you wish to participate, so that you can be sent a Zoom 

link. It will be fun with questions for all ages! 

https://longwoodschool.co.uk/200515/
mailto:Claire.may@longwoodschool.co.uk
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Nursery News 

This week, the children have been exploring different sounds that can be heard around their 

environment. It has been amazing to see so many of the children eagerly participate and listen with 

interest during so many exciting activities. Here you can see how we used beaters to tap various 

objects around Longwood, listening to the noises that we made. Some were soft and quiet, but the 

best ones were the loudest noises we could make! 

 

Over the past few weeks each nursery group has been sending out a variety of home activity ideas 

that have been designed to create a ‘nursery to home’ feel. They have included stories, nursery 

rhymes, and things to make and do, to help ease the lockdown period that has affected us all 

recently. It is hoped that between us, we can still encourage the children who remain at home to 

continue being part of some activities that have been planned during these strange times. If you and 

your child have created, made or participated with any of these ideas, it would be lovely to see 

either photos or videos via our email address (alisonlapihuska@longwoodschool.co.uk ).  

All the nursery staff are missing the children that they normally would have spent so much time with 

if this pandemic had not occurred. The staff themselves have also been missing each other, and life 

at Longwood has definitely been different. To see some of our ‘mini friends’ safe and well, whilst 

having fun, would be amazing. Thank you. 

 

UKS2 Fundraising 

Following our message last week, here is the link for our fundraising. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uks2?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&u

tm_content=uks2&utm_campaign=pfp-

whatsapp&utm_term=c304b94155564fbaaa3ad4019d28ac4d 

We would be grateful for any donations. Thank you in advance! 

  

mailto:alisonlapihuska@longwoodschool.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uks2?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=uks2&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=c304b94155564fbaaa3ad4019d28ac4d
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uks2?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=uks2&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=c304b94155564fbaaa3ad4019d28ac4d
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/uks2?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=uks2&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=c304b94155564fbaaa3ad4019d28ac4d
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Congratulations 

Last Friday, Miss Poulter sent me a 

picture of Olivia’s (KS1) habitat 

diorama. Dioramas provide a way for 

the children to visualize the ideas of 

geography and the interrelationship 

of animal and plant life in a creative, 

imaginative way. Olivia worked very 

hard on her polar diorama and Miss 

Poulter is really impressed with her! 

Well done, Olivia. 

Update – Miss Poulter sent me another picture today. Olivia has 

designed another habitat diorama this week, just because she wanted 

to. This is education at its best. Olivia was inspired and has chosen to take her own learning further. 

 

Mrs Wallis wants everyone to know how hard Kai (FW) has been 

working lately. He joins in well with the online sessions and it has 

been lovely to see how much he has grown in confidence. His 

parents have emailed some of his work to Mrs Wallis. The sheets 

show such a good attitude and great progress with his writing and 

his number work. Great job, Kai! 

Also in FW, Ayan painted a picture by numbers. Mrs Wallis thought 

it was very good. Their sound of the week is z, so it's an appropriate 

picture. Well done, Ayan. 

 

Jamie (FS) has struggled with 

online learning but has 

persevered, trying to stay in each session with increasing success. 

We are always telling the children to keep trying so Jamie’s 

efforts are truly commendable.  

Also in FS, Samuel created a marvellous spring picture, explained 

what he had displayed and why it was related to spring. We are 

all thrilled with Samuel’s progress. 

 

In LKS2, Mrs Rastrick has reported that everyone is working hard and all children are getting on with 

all their tasks at a high level. In particular, Rayyan stands out for always working hard and answering 

questions, Reyah stands out for maintaining a pleasing effort in everything (and for keeping an eye 

on the time for Mrs Rastrick!), Harrison stands out for  making good contributions to discussions and 

Harmony stands out for working hard in her own time to neatly finish her work eg handwriting a 

very long poem! This is so lovely to hear. Four well-deserved virtual stickers to all four of you! 
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In FT, the children have been working hard too. Miss Tomazini tells me that Amaya deserves a head 

teacher’s award for great participation during letters and sounds and rhyming activities that Prachi 

deserves one for making great models and working hard on her communications skills and that Zaira 

deserves one for enthusiastic reading and improved handwriting. Miss Tomazini added that all three 

girls are to be commended for joining in and participating with interest. Well done to all three! 

UKS2 were tasked with writing instructional poems. Mrs Bresler wanted their ideas to be as creative 

as possible. She was overwhelmed with the work that many of the children produced. In particular, 

Benton’s and Freya’s work stood out. Benton’s poem was sensitive and emotional. Freya’s was 

hilarious and very clever. I thought you might like to see what our older children are producing.  
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Guidance for Parents 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kawasaki-disease/symptoms/ 

These seem to be the symptoms of the disease similar to Kawasaki and linked to Covid-19 which has 

been found in 100 children out of 15 million nationally, so very rare. 

Know these symptoms and seek medical help as required – high temperature, almost always a skin 

rash and others. 

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 200513 Letter to Parents 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Sunday 24th May 3pm on Zoom Longwood Virtual 
Quiz 

Please email Mrs May for a 
link to participate. 

Wednesday 10th 
June 

7-9pm in the school 
hall 

Dr Kathy Weston talk 
– “Love Matters: A 
Parent’s Guide To 
Talking To Primary 
Age Children About 
Bodies, Babies and 
Relationships” 

All parents encouraged to 
attend – sorry, but this is 
unsuitable for babies and 
small children. (Details were 
in 28/2 newsletter.) 

Wednesday 24th 
June 

All day LKS2 to Phasels 
Wood 

Details to follow. 

Tuesday 30th June 9.15-10.00 Swimming gala All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
will take part. Parents 
welcome to watch. 

Thursday 2nd July 11-12pm Preschool sports day This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. 

Thursday 2nd July 12-12.45pm  School picnic Everyone to bring a packed 
lunch.  

Thursday 2nd July 12.45-3.30pm Main school sports 
day 

This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. Prize-giving in the 
school playground at the 
end of the afternoon. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kawasaki-disease/symptoms/
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Saturday 4th July Late morning/ early 
afternoon – to be 
confirmed – at 
Longwood 

Longwood fete Please keep the date free. 
Details to follow. 

Thursday 9th July 6-8pm in the hall Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
expected to attend with 
their parents. Choir will 
perform at 7pm. 

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 

6pm, FS classroom (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Stentiford and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All FS parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 10th 
Sept 

6pm, FT / FW 
classrooms (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Tomazini or Mrs 
Wallis and learn 
more about how 
Letters and Sounds is 
taught 

All preschool parents 
strongly encouraged to 
attend. Not suitable for 
young children. 

Tuesday 15th Sept 6pm, KS1 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bointon and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All KS1 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 16th 
Sept 

6pm, LKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Rastrick and 
learn more about the 
new school year 

All LKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 17th 
Sept 

7pm, UKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bresler and learn 
more about the new 
school year 

All UKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 


